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1. Subject:

Public Sector Accountability
Lecturers: Wahyudi Kumorotomo (Prof.PhD), Nuri Ikawati (SIP., MA)

2. Description:

In this course, students will be exposed to the contemporary concepts of
accountability, why it is fundamental for modern public administration, and how
should everybody who works in the public organizations be held accountable.
Public values would be optimized under democratic system of governance only if
all the individuals understand the equal importance of performance and
accountability. Therefore, it is imperative for policy makers and bureaucrats to
understand logical links among the principles of democracy, good governance
and accountability and consistently apply such principles accordingly.

Various forms of accountability that are explained in literatures are to be
discussed with actual cases, and students are expected to individually collect
relevant materials and actively participate in class discussions. Common
accountability aspects, i.e. political, administrative, legal and financials, are to be
discussed within a context of developing countries. The challenge of applying
solid accountability systems in most developing countries is enormous because
of lack of responsible culture.

In order to understand the actual issues in Indonesia, government acts and
regulations pertinent to accountability system will be critically analyzed. Students
are encouraged to comment and to examine such policy instruments. It is
expected that accountability values are not only understood but also reliably
applied within the public organizations at all levels.

3. Goals of the Courses:

1. To enable students for understanding the concepts of accountability and why
it is important to young democracy like Indonesia. The role of public
organizations in a democratic society, the concept of public values, and the
issues of accountability in developing countries will be thoroughly discussed.

2. To expose the students to various aspects and forms of accountability.
Elements of politics, administration, legal and financial aspects of
accountability will be introduced and actual cases will be used to substantiate
arguments.

3. To encourage students to have critical thinking on the accountability
frameworks that are applied in Indonesia with reference to East Asian
Countries.

4. To encourage students to apply accountability values within the public
organizations so as to ensure the creation of highly performing agencies and
organizations.



4. Scheduled Lectures

Lecture Topic Description Reference
1 Introduction 1. Scope of the subject. Syllabus
2. Discussing the syllabus.
2 Why accountability? 1. To understand the terms of | Fukuyama (2004),
Concepts and responsibility, Ch.3-4
rationales. responsiveness and Chomsky (2006),
accountability. Ch.2
2. Explain the importance of | Leigh & Harding
public accountability. (2011), Ch.16
3 The roles of state and | 1. Explain the role of state in | Fukuyama (2004),
public organizations in a democratic system. Ch.5
a democratic society 2. Public organizations and Goetz & Jenkins
public services. (2005), Ch. 2
4 The questions of 1. Explain the ultimate goals | Davey (2009), Ch.
public benefit and of public organizations. 2
public values 2. Introduce new concept of Kumorotomo
public benefit and public (1992), Ch. 3
values.
5 Performance vs. Discuss the scholarly Radin (2006), Ch.4
accountability debates on the dilemma Erb & Sulistiyanto
between performance and | (2009), Ch.5-7
accountability and their
indicators.
6 Various forms of 1. Explain the basic elements | Shober (2010),
accountability of accountability. Ch.6
2. Explain the context of Maravall &
accountability system. Sanchez-Cuenca
3. Explain literature (2009), Ch.3
discussions on
accountability.
7 Midterm Exam
8 Public policy and 1. Explain the Indonesian Erb & Sulistiyanto
political context of democracy. (2009), Ch.4
acccountability 2. Discuss issues in politics Kumorotomo
and decision makers' (2005), Ch.2-6
accountability.
9 Administration: 1. To understand the Stivers (2009),
program and principles of public Ch.7
performance program, its performance Thompson (2005),
accountability and evaluation systems. Ch.6
2. To explain performance Pramusinto (2012)

indicators.

Ch. 4




10 Legitimacy and To explain issues in legal Shober (2010),

compliance accountability, probity and | Ch.3
legitimacy. Maravall &
To discuss policy Sanchez-Cuenca
alternatives on upholding (2009), Ch.6
compliance.

11 Financial Values for money and Ladipo, Sanchez &
accountability: public budget. Sopher (2009),
budgets and its public To discuss systems for Ch.7
benefit financial accountability. Blondal,

Hawkesworth &
Choi (2009), Ch. 7
Breul & Moravitz
(2007), Ch. 8
Vosselman (2013).

12 Accountability Central government's Anonim (2012),
instruments in LAKIP. Ch. 2-8
Indonesia Issues on performance Blondal,

audit. Hawkesworth &
Accountability reports for Choi (2009), Ch. 8
local governments. Rohman (2012),
Ch.6
Kumorotomo
(2005), Ch. 8

13 Reflective notes: Accountability and Stivers (2009),
making accountability substantive democracy in Ch.8
system works Indonesia. Kumorotomo

Filling the rooms for (2005), Ch. 9
improvement. Acker, Water &
Bouckaert (2017).
14 Final Exam

5. Cources Method and Assigments:

In the weekly lectures, students are asked to:

a. Read text-books and material before the classes. The students are also
expected to discuss cases and answer questions. Please note that copy-
paste working papers and plagiarism are definitely unacceptable and
considered as a serious crime.

b. During the class sessions and case discussions, students are encouraged

to ask and to present their opinions on particular issues.

6. Evaluation:

a. Class discussion (30%)
b. Assigment (20%)

c. Exams (50%)
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